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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A The Licensing Committee receives a report at a future meeting proposing a 

Local Area Profile to be adopted as an appendix to its Statement of Gambling 
Act Policy. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
1.  The Gambling Commission introduced new provisions in its social 

responsibility code which require gambling operators to assess the local risks 
to the licensing objectives posed by the provision of gambling facilities at their 
premises and to put in place policies, procedures and control measures to 
mitigate the risks.  This provision came into force on 6 April 2016.   
 

2.  Guidance issued by the Gambling Commission encourages local authorities 
to consult with stakeholders within their locality and to produce a ‘Local Area 
Profile’ (LAP) which may be used by operators to help them to produce their 
risk assessments.  This requirement is not mandatory. 
 

3.  To inform its approach the Council has consulted widely with community 
groups and has received four responses, attached at Appendix 1.  These 
responses are general in nature but will assist the Council to produce a LAP.  
The consultation did not reveal any major concerns about gambling 
establishments in a particular area of the town, but it did serve to confirm that 
some organisations hold concerns about proper control of access to 
gambling establishments in their locality.   
 

4.  It is for local licensing authorities to determine whether to adopt a LAP and 
there is no specified model to which a LAP must conform.  Any LAP adopted 



to meet local needs may be incorporated within the Gambling Licensing 
Policy Statement, or may be attached to the policy in the form of an 
appendix.  The latter approach allows any LAP to be updated as required 
without invoking the statutory consultation process that would be required if 
the LAP were part of the formal statement of policy. 
 

 
Options and findings 

5.  The findings of the consultation indicate that it would benefit licensing 
objectives if the Council were to produce a Local Area Profile to guide 
premises operators in making risk assessments for specific premises, as 
described at paragraph 1 above.  This might reasonably include a map 
identifying premises associated with people potentially vulnerable to 
gambling risks, such as schools, that the Council would expect premises 
operators’ risk assessments to take specific account of.  
 

6.  The options identified are as follows: 
 
1. to produce a Local Area Profile embedded within the policy statement. 
 
2. to produce a Local Area Profile as an appendix to the policy statement. 
 
3. not to produce a Local Area Profile.  
 

PROPOSALS 

7.  It is proposed that the Licensing Team draft a Local Area Profile, as described 
at paragraph 5 above, to be adopted as an appendix to the Statement of 
Gambling Act Policy in accordance with option 2 above. 
 

 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (includes Sustainability) 
As contained within the report. 
Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Place 
 
Finance (Includes ICT) 
None specific. 
Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance  
 
Housing 
None specific. 
Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 
 



Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 
A Local Area Profile as proposed will assist gambling premises operators in 
making meaningful risk assessments which will assist in minimising risks to 
people vulnerable to harmful gambling.   
Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 
 
Governance (includes HR) 
The proposals in the report are to implement a process that will have regard to 
the guidance issued by the Gambling Commission.  When preparing the Local 
Area Profile, the Council will need to have due regard to the representations 
received to ensure that the safety, risk and wellbeing of vulnerable people are 
considered.  
Author: Brian Keane, Head of Governance 
 
 
Background Papers 
[These are papers referred to in the preparation of the report that are not 
attached as appendices but that are available for public or Councillor study.] 
 
None. 
 
 
Glossary of terms/abbreviations used 
 
LAP     Local Area Profile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


